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   Try using Raa Raa’s other friends 
or animals to fit with the rhyme.

   Get the children to become the 
monkeys for you and balance on a 
washing line laid on the ground, 
they can each sit down one by 
one as the song progresses.
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Raa Raa’s friend Ooo Ooo is a cheeky little monkey who is always 

full of fun. Create ten of your own monkeys, hang them up in your 

setting and engage the children with an active rhyme activity 

using the song below.

Monkeys on the line   CREATE 

AND MAKE

using the song below.

    Magazine/newspaper 
or printed out pictures 
of monkeys

   Plain paper or card
    Colouring pens, pencils 

or paints
   Safety scissors
    Length of wool, 

string or washing line
   Clothes pegs

What you
need:What to do: 

Ask the children to draw and colour in a 
picture of a monkey using the magazine/
newspaper or print out pictures as inspiration. 
You could also take a look at Ooo Ooo in 
Ooo Ooo’s Jungle Drums on the DVD within 
this pack. (You will need to make 10 
monkeys in total).

String a length of wool, string or washing line 
across a wall in your setting.

Help the children to cut out their monkeys and 
then hang them on the length of wool, string 
or washing line using a clothes peg.
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“10 little monkeys hanging on the line
10 little monkeys hanging on the line

When one fell off and climbed another vine
There were 9 little monkeys hanging on the line.”

Continue singing the song decreasing the number 
until there are no monkeys left on the line.

Sing the rhyme below to the tune of ‘10 green 
bottles’ and remove a monkey from the line 
each time the numbers change in the song.

Why Rhyme?
Rhyme and rhyming words play an 
important part in the development of 
early literacy skills. The simplicity of 
nursery rhymes is appealing to children 
from an early age as they like the sound 
of the rhyming words and the rhythm 
that accompanies them. Children love 
the repetition and silliness of these 
nursery rhymes!

   For EYFS early learning goals covered by this sheet see your Practitioners Guide. 
For curriculum links for Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales go to 
www.raaraathenoisylion.com 
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nursery rhymes is appealing to children 

Raa Raa’s home - the 
Jingly Jangly Jungle - is 
full of sounds, music and 

noises. Rhyming words and 
sounds help the friends to 
learn new things about the 

world around them and 
to enjoy their own music 

making capabilities!
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Sing the rhyme below with the children and see if they can add a 
word to the end of the rhyme that rhymes with trees. Encourage 
the children to walk around in a circle shape as they sing the rhyme. 
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Finish that rhyme   
Crocky the crocodile is one of Raa Raa’s friends and enjoys playing 

games in the jungle and getting involved with his environment. Using 

a simple rhyme, while being active outside, is a great way of engaging 

children with their outdoor space. Use this rhyme with the children 

and see if they can add their own rhyming words at the end.

SAY AND
PLAY

To be sung to the rhyme of Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star
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     Create your own rhymes to familiar nursery 
rhyme tunes. Choose a theme and encourage 
the children to help you find rhyming words. 

 Fill a tray or cloth bag with pairs of rhyming 
objects or pictures, such as a shell and a bell. 

 Hold up two objects at random. 

Name the items you are holding up and ask the 
children to repeat the names of the objects aloud. 
Ask the children if the names sound the same or 
do they sound different? 

 Discuss that the object names which sound 
the same are rhyming words. 

Share a few examples of rhyming objects with 
the children, saying their names aloud.

Rhyming Pairs   
Raa Raa’s friend Topsy likes to learn new words whenever she can and 
likes to show off how many words she know to her friends. Encourage 
the children in your setting to discover new words and rhyming sounds 
through this fun creative game. Play this game in small groups to allow 
them the opportunity to explore rhyming sounds.

SEEK AND

EXPLORE

For more fun things to do with Raa Raa and his friends visit:

www.raaraathenoisylion.com

     Encourage the children to look around their environment in your 
setting, outside or at home to find more rhyming object pairs.

MORE FUN
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Finish that rhyme   

a simple rhyme, while being active outside, is a great way of engaging 

What you

  Pairs of rhyming objects 
or images of objects such 
as a shell and a bell, a cat 
and a hat, a sock and a 
rock etc

 A tray or cloth bag

need:

     Play around with rhyme – say your favourite nursery rhymes, but 
leave out the last word – encourage children to fill in the gaps. 

     Play around with the characters names – can you think of words that 
rhyme – Raa Raa drives a yellow car, Hufty is so scruffy, Topsy thinks 
she’s popsy..etc. The words don’t have to make sense or even be real 
words, just playing around with rhyme is good practice and fun.
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Next invite a child to choose an object from the tray or bag and say its name 
aloud. You may like to say the name first and the child then repeats it.
 Encourage the child to pick another object which they think has a rhyming 
name. Make sure you name both objects aloud and ask the rest of the 
children if they have found a rhyming pair.
Invite the children up to match all the objects until the tray is cleared.

What to do:

  
At the end of the rhyme before they choose their rhyming 
word ask the children to stop moving. 

Examples of words they could add are; bees, cheese, fleas, 
knees, sneeze, keys, peas. 

Once the children have chosen a word get them 
to add an action to their word – this could be 
buzzing a round like a bee or holding their nose 
for a stinky cheese. 

See how many verses you can sing adding a new 
word each time.

     Play a ‘Hello game’ in a circle – throw a soft ball or bean bag saying 
the child’s name and a word that rhymes; hello Issy, sometimes she 
gets dizzy, hello Nic she is super quick, ...where there isn’t a real word, 
make one up...Hello Ibrahim, he is a lovely wibrahim.

     Find poems and rhymes and read them aloud to the children. See if 
there are any they recognise and encourage them to tell you and the 
rest of the group about rhymes and poems they have heard before.

8

“Playing outside is fun for me
I like looking at the trees

I like to breathe the clean fresh air
And feel the breeze blow through my hair

Playing outside is fun for me
I like looking at the .....”

SAY AND
Rhyming Pairs   

Raa Raa’s friend Topsy likes to learn new words whenever she can and 
likes to show off how many words she know to her friends. Encourage 
the children in your setting to discover new words and rhyming sounds 
through this fun creative game. Play this game in small groups to allow 

What youWhat you
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